Keeping It Real

THE BOOK OF REVELATION - Church Ages m
God’s Message To A Sleeping Church M
Pasror Dale Crawley Sr.

"He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."”
(Revelation 2:7, 2:11, 2:17, 2:29, 3:6, 3:13, 3:22)

The concept of “Seven Church Ages” ... is a specific theological interpretation,
primarily within some dispensationalist and evangelical traditions ... that views the
seven literal churches in the Book of Revelation as prophetic of seven successive
periods of church history. The “unfolding” of the church ages can be seen in a similar
prophetic way ... to the unfolding of events as seen in the opening of the seven
seals, even trumpets and seven bowils found in Revelation chapters 6-16.

e NOTE: The Bible itself does not explicitly state that these churches represent
historical ages ... However, many theologians and various bible expositors have
assigned historical events to each one.

A PROPHETIC CHURCH HISTORY TIMELINE
(1st Century — Present)

Below is an expanded, detailed historical timeline (with dates) from the 1st century to
the present, aligned with the seven churches of Revelation (Rev. 2-3) as understood
in the historicist / church-age framework. A common breakdown of these supposed
ages and their associated historical events includes:

. EPHESUS - The Apostolic Church
AD 30-100 | “You have left your first love” (Rev. 2:4)

Spiritual Character
« Doctrinally sound
. Zealous for truth
. Lacking heartfelt love and devotion

Key Historical Events
« Birth of the Church at Pentecost (Acts 2)
Ministry of the Apostles (Peter, Paul, John)
Early missionary expansion throughout the Roman Empire
First persecution under Nero (AD 64)
Death of the last apostle (John, c. AD 95)
Completion of the New Testament (Revelation 22:18-19)
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Key Dates & Events
« AD 30 - Crucifixion and Resurrection of Christ
AD 30 — Day of Pentecost; Church founded (Acts 2)
« AD 33-35 - Conversion of Saul of Tarsus (Paul)
« AD 45-65 — Paul’'s missionary journeys
« AD 49 — Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15)
« AD 60-62 — Paul imprisoned in Rome
« AD 64 — Nero’s persecution of Christians
« AD 70 — Destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple
. AD 85-95 — Revelation written by John
« . AD 95-100 — Death of Apostle John
Character Summary
. Sound doctrine, Apostolic authority
. Evangelistic zeal
. Early signs of declining devotion (love) to Christ Himself

. Orthodoxy without intimacy!

Il. SMYRNA - The Persecuted Church
AD 100-313 | “Be faithful unto death” (Rev. 2:10)

Spiritual Character
« Poor materially, rich spiritually
« Faithful under suffering
« No rebuke from Christ

Key Historical Events
. Ten major Roman persecutions (often linked to the “ten days”)
Martyrdom of Polycarp (c. AD 155)
Christians burned, crucified, fed to lions
Growth of the church through persecution
. Development of early creeds

Key Dates & Events
« AD 107 — Martyrdom of Ignatius of Antioch
AD 155 — Martyrdom of Polycarp
AD 177 — Persecution at Lyons and Vienne
AD 202 — Septimius Severus bans conversions to Christianity
AD 250 — Decian persecution (empire-wide)
AD 303-311 — Diocletian’s Great Persecution
AD 312 — Constantine’s conversion (Battle of Milvian Bridge)
AD 313 — Edict of Milan ends persecution
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Character Summary
. Severe persecution
« Spiritual purity
« Explosive growth despite oppression
« No rebuke from Christ

« @& A suffering church that could not be silenced!

lll. PERGAMOS - The Imperial /| Compromised Church
AD 313-590 | “Where Satan’s throne is” (Rev. 2:13)

Spiritual Character
« Doctrinal compromise
o Church married to the state
« Toleration of false teaching

Key Historical Events
. Edict of Milan (AD 313) — Constantine legalizes Christianity
. Christianity becomes favored religion of Rome
. Pagan practices absorbed into church life
« Rise of clerical hierarchy
. Seeds of Roman Catholicism fully take root

Key Dates & Events
« AD 313 — Christianity legalized
AD 325 — Council of Nicaea (Nicene Creed)
AD 380 — Christianity declared state religion (Theodosius [)
AD 381 — Council of Constantinople
AD 410 — Sack of Rome by Visigoths
AD 451 — Council of Chalcedon
AD 476 — Fall of Western Roman Empire
. Late 5th—6th c. — Pagan practices absorbed into church tradition

Character Summary
« Church married to the state ... Loss of spiritual separation
« Doctrinal compromise
« Clerical authority solidified

. A church protected by the state but corrupted by power!

IV. THYATIRA - The Medieval / Papal Church
AD 590-1517 | “You tolerate that woman Jezebel” (Rev. 2:20)
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Spiritual Character
« Deep corruption and false doctrine
« Works-based salvation
« Religious domination

Key Historical Events
. Rise of the Papacy (Gregory I, c. AD 590)
Institutional Roman Catholic Church
Mass replaces Scripture
Sale of indulgences
Inquisition and Crusades
Bible withheld from the people
Small faithful remnant preserved (Waldensians)

Key Dates & Events
« AD 590 — Gregory | becomes Pope (rise of Papal authority)
AD 800 — Charlemagne crowned Holy Roman Emperor
AD 1054 — Great Schism (East—West split)
AD 1095-1291 — Crusades
AD 1184 — Inquisition formally begins
AD 1215 — Fourth Lateran Council (transubstantiation formalized)
AD 1309-1377 — Papal captivity in Avignon
AD 1382 — John Wycliffe translates Bible into English
AD 1415 — Jan Hus burned at the stake
AD 1455 — Gutenberg Bible printed

Character Summary
. Spiritual darkness
« Works-based salvation
« Scripture suppressed

. A Spiritual darkness with a faithful remnant!

V. SARDIS - The Reformation Church
AD 1517-1700 | “You have a name that you live, but you are dead” (Rev. 3:1)

Spiritual Character
« Doctrinal recovery
. Spiritual lethargy
« Incomplete reform

Key Historical Events
« Martin Luther’s 95 Theses (1517)
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Protestant Reformation

Justification by faith restored

Translation of the Bible into common languages
Break from Rome—but retention of state churches
Formalism and denominationalism emerge

Key Dates & Events

1517 — Martin Luther posts 95 Theses

1521 — Diet of Worms

1534 — English Reformation (Henry VIII)

1536 — Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion

1560 — Geneva Bible published

1611 — King James Version published

1648 — Peace of Westphalia (state churches entrenched)
Late 1600s — Protestant orthodoxy becomes formalized

Character Summary

Justification by faith restored
Scripture translated

Dead orthodoxy develops
Reform incomplete

Truth recovered, life not fully revived!

VI. PHILADELPHIA - The Missionary Church
AD 1700-1900 | “/ have set before you an open door” (Rev. 3:8)

Spiritual Character

Faithful to God’s Word
Evangelistic and missionary
Christ-centered and humble

Key Historical Events

Great Evangelical Awakenings

Rise of missionary societies (Carey, Judson, Taylor)
Global evangelization

Growth of Bible societies

Emphasis on personal salvation

Expectation of Christ’s return
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Key Dates & Events

1738 — John Wesley’s conversion

1740s — First Great Awakening

1792 — William Carey launches modern missions
1807 — Abolition of slave trade (Wilberforce)
1830s-1840s — Second Great Awakening

1854 — Hudson Taylor to China

1865 — Salvation Army founded

Late 1800s — Global Bible distribution explodes

Character Summary

VIl. LAODICEA - The Lukewarm Church (The Useless Church)
AD 1900-Present | “Neither cold nor hot” (Rev. 3:15)

Bible-centered ... Expectation of Christ’s return
Faithful obedience

© A church on mission with God!

Spiritual Character

Self-sufficient
Prosperous yet spiritually poor
Christ outside the church

Key Historical Events

Rise of liberal theology

Social gospel movement

Moral compromise

Prosperity gospel

Decline in biblical authority

Ecumenism without truth

Church marketing and entertainment focus

Key Dates & Events
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1906 — Azusa Street Revival

1925 — Scopes Trial (Bible vs. modernism)
1948 — Nation of Israel reborn

1960s — Rise of liberal theology

1970s-1980s — Church growth & seeker-sensitive movement

1990s — Prosperity gospel explosion
2000s — Digital church age
2020 — COVID church shutdowns (globally)

Present — Moral compromise, declining biblical literacy
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Character Summary
. Self-sufficient
« Wealthy yet spiritually poor
« Christ knocking outside the church
. Call to repentance remains open

. A church with resources—but without revival!

OVERALL PROPHETIC PATTERN

Devotion — Persecution — Compromise — Corruption — Reformation —
Mission — Apostasy

Ephesus — Laodicea shows decline from devotion to deception
Smyrna and Philadelphia receive no rebuke

Laodicea is the only church with Christ outside

Each age overlaps ... not sharply divided

A faithful remnant exists in every age ...

All Seven Churches Still Exist Simultaneously Today! Laodicea dominates the
visible Western church ... and continues to spread globally ...

“Classical dispensationalism” contends that these letters picture different periods in the
history of the church and do not necessarily only refer to actual churches.

Dispensationalism understands these letters to describe seven “ages” of the church.
Scholars acknowledge that these seven churches existed in John's time; the messages
to the churches, however, apply to the church through the ages. Each letter calls
believers to listen to what the Spirit says to the "churches" (plural).

The commendations and rebukes recorded in each letter were to be applied by each of
the churches (see 2:7,11,17,23,29) as well as by churches today. Although each letter

describes an actual situation in an individual church ... the letters serve as warnings to
all churches through the ages.

History does not merely repeat itself—it fulfills prophecy!
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