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THE BOOK OF REVELATION – Chapter 12 Pt.2 
God’s Message To A Sleeping Church  

  
“THE GREAT PERSONAGES OF THE END TIMES” 

 
Revelation 12:7-9 (NKJV) … “7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels 
fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not 
prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon 
was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the 
whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” 
 
4. THE FOURTH PERSONAGE: SATAN CAST OUT OF HEAVEN (12:7-12) 
 
In this next movement … Michael the archangel (cp. Jude 9) and his angels fought 
Satan and his angels, that is, demons. The time of this war in heaven was not 
indicated … but the context refers to the end time.  
 

• Also, Satan is most obviously active throughout the period of the Church Age (cp. 
Acts 5:3; 1 Cor. 5:5; 7:5; 2 Cor. 2:11; 11:14; 12:7; 1 Tim. 1:20; 1 Peter 5:8). The 
concept that Satan is inactive in the present Age is a false conclusion based the 
binding of Satan at the second coming of Christ (Revelation 20:1-3). The binding 
of Satan is still a future event that relates to the millennial kingdom.  

 
The outcome of the war (12:8-9) … was that Satan was hurled to the earth, and his 
character was clearly revealed in the various titles ascribed to him: the great dragon... 
that ancient serpent ... the devil or Satan. With him went the fallen angels of the demon 
world. 
 
While the concept of Satan in heaven is difficult to comprehend … it is clear that 
he is now the accuser of saints (cp. Job 1:6; Rev, 12:10). Though Satan was 
defeated at the first coming of Christ (John 16:11) … his execution was delayed and is 
in stages. Here (Rev. 12:8-9) he will be permanently cast out of heaven in the middle 
of the Tribulation. Later he will be bound for the duration of the millennial kingdom 
(20:1-3). The devil will finally be thrown into the lake of burning sulfur (20:10) where the 
world ruler (Antichrist) and the false prophet will have been cast a thousand years 
earlier. 
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Revelation 12:10-12 (NKJV) … “10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, "Now 
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ 
have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God 
day and night, has been cast down. 11 And they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the 
death. 12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the 
inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having 
great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.” 
 
John then hears a hymn of praise uttered by a loud voice in heaven. Announcement 
was made of the coming demonstration of divine salvation and power … with the 
advent of the millennial kingdom. Satan is characterized as the one who accuses 
believers before our God day and night. The principle by which he was overcome 
and cast out of heaven … was the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony!  
 
Not only did Christ provide the victory, but also those who were martyred take 
part in this victory. Those in the heavens are called on to rejoice because of Satan's 
defeat, but the earth was warned that the devil was filled with fury, because he knows 
that his time is short. The devil knows that his time is limited to 1,260 days, the period 
of the Great Tribulation. 
 
SUMMARY: The event is outlined in Revelation 12:7-12, which describes a great 
cosmic war in heaven between Michael and his angels, and the dragon (Satan) and his 
angels. 

• The Mid-Tribulation Expulsion: The passage states that Satan and his angels 
are defeated and “hurled down to the earth”. This coincides perfectly with the 
midpoint of the seven-year tribulation period. 
 

• Loss of Access: Until this event, Satan retains access to the heavenly realms to 
function as the “accuser of our brothers and sisters” before God “day and night”. 
After this mid-point, he permanently loses all access to heaven. Satan was 
identified as that ancient serpent, alias the devil or Satan, and was declared to be 
the one who led the whole world astray. When he will be cast into the earth, all 
the fallen angels or demons will be cast down with him. 

 
• The Great Tribulation: Knowing his time on earth is short—limited to the final 

three and a half years before Christ's return — Satan is described as being filled 
with fury … initiating an intense period of persecution on earth known as the 
Great Tribulation. 

 
• Final Doom: This mid-tribulation casting out to earth is not his ultimate end. At 

the end of the tribulation, he is bound in the abyss for 1,000 years, and following 
a final rebellion, is permanently cast into the lake of fire for eternity. 
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Revelation 12:13-17 (NKJV) … “13 Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast 
to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male Child.  14 But 
the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the 
wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a 
time, from the presence of the serpent. 15 So the serpent spewed water out of his 
mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away by 
the flood. 16 But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and 
swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 And 
the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest 
of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of 
Jesus Christ.” 
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5. THE FIFTH PERSONAGE: THE OFFSPRING OF THE WOMAN PERSECUTED BY 
THE DRAGON (12:13-17) 
 
The woman introduced in verse 1 … became the special object of Satan's 
persecution. She was given supernatural help symbolized by the two wings of a great 
eagle … which enabled her to fly to the place prepared for her in the desert. This 
hiding place is not clearly identified. Though Scripture is not specific, some believe the 
144,000 of chapter 7 are to be preserved here. The Scriptures themselves speak of 
God's seal of protection on them. 
 

• The two wings probably do not refer to modern airplanes … but rather to God's 
delivering power, and are a figure of speech taken from such Old Testament 
passages as Exodus 19:4 and Deuteronomy 32:11-12. The flight of Israel to a 
place of safety is also indicated in Matthew 24:16; Mark 13:14; and Luke 21:21. 

 
Pursuing the woman (12:15-17) … the devil as the serpent originated a flood to sweep 
her away with the torrent, but the earth swallowed up the water. Probably the flood 
represents Satan's concerted effort to exterminate Israel. In some way God assists 
and protects the True Israelites (the remnant) … so that they are not completely 
destroyed. Though Zechariah 13:8 indicates of the nation … that “two-thirds will be 
struck down and perish.” 
 
Why the Dragon (Satan) Hates the Woman (Israel) 
 
Enraged at his failure to overcome the woman … the 2nd half of the tribulation period 
will become an open season to hunt all believers. Satan turns his rage against all 
followers of the Lamb, whether they be Jew or Gentile. So to conclude, we've seen that 
after this war in heaven, the war will come to earth - especially for the nation of Israel 
and those that believe in the Lord Jesus. To sum it up, here is why the dragon hates 
the woman so much. 
 

• The prophecies, which Satan knows, declare that the return of Jesus depend 
upon the national repentance of Israel. 

 

• Jesus Himself said the same, that Israel, as a nation, would not see Him again 
until they acknowledged that He is their Messiah in Matthew 23:37-39. 

 
And thus, the ancient conflict continues with Satan focusing His attention on destroying 
the Jewish people and preventing the return of Jesus. The dragon hates the woman 
because … it is the woman that brought forth the Messiah the first time and it is 
her repentance and looking in faith that will bring the Messiah the second time! 
 
NEXT … REVELATION CHAPTER 13 … 
 
 


