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THE BOOK OF REVELATION – Chapter 13 Pt.1 
God’s Message To A Sleeping Church  
  

“THE TWO BEASTS” 
 

Revelation 13 continues the expanded picture of the great conflict introduced in 
chapter 12. The dragon (Satan), enraged and cast down to the earth, now works 
through a human ruler described as a beast rising out of the sea. Chapter 12 
identified this figure as the sixth of the seven great personages of the end times - the 
future world dictator.  

• Remember … we have already emphasized that chapters 12-15 do not advance 
the narrative chronologically; they expose the personalities and spiritual forces 
active during the final half of the Tribulation.  

 

6. THE SIXTH PERSONAGE: THE BEAST OUT OF THE SEA  
 

Revelation 13:1-2 (NKJV) … “(1) Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a 
beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns 
ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name. (2) Now the beast which I saw 
was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the 
mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority.” 
 
John sees a beast rising out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, with ten 
crowns on his horns and blasphemous names on his heads. The imagery 
deliberately connects this beast with the red dragon of Revelation 12:3. Satan is 
the source behind the ruler's authority, but the beast is presented as the visible political 
ruler … through whom Satan exercises his power on earth. 
 

• The sea pictures the turbulent mass of nations from which this ruler emerges. 
Compare the imagery of Daniel 7:2-3. 
 

• The ten horns and ten crowns point to the final confederation of rulers connected 
with the end-time kingdom (Daniel 7:7-8, 24; Revelation 17:12-13). 

 

• The seven heads connect the beast's kingdom with the larger history of Satan-
dominated world power. The blasphemous names reveal a system that openly 
exalts itself against God. 
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THE BEAST IS A COMPOSITE OF DANIEL'S WORLD EMPIRES (13:2) 
 

Revelation 13:2 describes the beast as like a leopard, with feet like a bear, and a 
mouth like a lion. These images reach back to Daniel 7, where the lion, bear, leopard, 
and dreadful fourth beast represented successive Gentile world empires. Daniel 7:17 
calls the beasts 'kings,' while Daniel 7:23 calls the fourth beast a 'kingdom.'  
 

This shows that prophetic symbolism can move between the ruler and the realm 
he represents. John therefore sees a final world empire embodying characteristics of 
the earlier kingdoms and ultimately represented by its final ruler. 
 
INTERPRETIVE KEY: Daniel 7:17 says the four beasts are four kings; Daniel 7:23 
says the fourth beast is a fourth kingdom. Revelation 17 likewise identifies heads 
and horns with kings. Revelation 19:20 then portrays the beast and false prophet 
as personal figures who are captured and cast alive into the lake of fire. The 
strongest synthesis is therefore: kingdom first, embodied in and represented by 
its final king/ruler. 
 

Symbol in Revelation 13 Daniel 7 Connection Teaching Emphasis 

Leopard Greece (Dan. 7:6) Speed, conquest, rapid 
expansion 

Bear Medo-Persia (Dan. 7:5) Crushing strength and power 

Lion Babylon (Dan. 7:4) Majesty, authority, 
commanding speech 

Ten horns Final form of the fourth 
kingdom 

A confederated end-time 
political power 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE: The dragon gives the beast his power, his throne, and great 
authority (13:2). The Antichrist's rule is therefore not merely political; behind it stands 
satanic power. Satan imitates what belongs to God and seeks to establish a counterfeit 
kingdom. 
 

A COUNTERFEIT RESURRECTION AND WORLDWIDE AMAZEMENT (13:3-4) 
 

Revelation 13:3-4 (NKJV) … “(3) And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally 
wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and 
followed the beast. (4) So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the 
beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast? Who is able 
to make war with him?” 
 
John sees one of the beast's heads as if it had been mortally wounded, yet the deadly 
wound was healed. The result is worldwide astonishment: “all the world marveled 
and followed the beast.” The text presents the recovery … as the event that 
dramatically increases the beast's influence and causes the world to follow him. 
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• NOTE: The wording 'as if it had been mortally wounded' has often produced 
different interpretations. Some understand this as the apparent death and 
restoration of the individual ruler; others suggest the wounded head as a kingdom 
restored to power (cp. Our previous note above). 
 

• Whichever interpretation is taken, the central point of the passage is clear: the world 
is amazed, the beast's authority expands, and Satan receives worship through the 
ruler. The people ask, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?” 
Their admiration becomes worship - political power … becomes spiritual rebellion. 

 
NOTE THE COUNTERFEIT: Revelation repeatedly shows Satan imitating the things of 
God. The Father gives authority to Christ; the dragon gives authority to the beast. 
Christ truly died and rose again; the beast presents a counterfeit sign that causes the 
world to marvel. The purpose is deception and worship. 
 
There is also a fascinating counterfeit-Trinity dimension here: Dragon / Beast / False 
Prophet corresponding in Satan's imitation to Father / Son / Holy Spirit. That 
becomes especially important when you get to Revelation 13:11–18. 
 

THE BEAST'S MOUTH: BLASPHEMY, ARROGANCE, AND LIMITED AUTHORITY 
(13:5-6) 
 

Revelation 13:5-6 (NKJV) … “(5) And he was given a mouth speaking great things 
and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months. (6) 
Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, 
His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven.” 
 
The beast is given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies. His rebellion 
is not hidden. He speaks against God, God's name, God's dwelling place, and those 
who dwell in heaven. Compare Daniel 7:8, 20, 25; 11:36. 
 

• His authority is limited to forty-two months … the same three-and-a-half-year period 
emphasized in Revelation 11-12. 
 

• This corresponds to the final half of the Tribulation, when Satan has been cast to 
the earth and knows that his time is short (12:12). 

 

• The repeated phrase ‘it was given to him’ is important. The beast is powerful, but 
he is not sovereign. His authority exists only within limits God permits. 
 

TEACHING TRUTH: Evil may appear to be in control … but it is never outside God's 
ultimate control. Satan's ruler receives authority for a fixed period - forty-two months 
(3½ years) - and no longer. 



Keeping It Real Christian Fellowship    953 N. 10th Street  Philadelphia, PA 19123                 keepingitrealcf.org              4 

WAR AGAINST THE SAINTS* AND GLOBAL DOMINION (13:7-8) 
 

Revelation 13:7-8 (NKJV) … “(7) It was granted to him to make war with the saints 
and to overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and 
nation. (8) All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not 
been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world.” 
 
The beast is permitted to make war with the saints* and to overcome them. This 
does not mean that he can destroy their faith or separate them from God. It means 
that, during this period … believers* may be conquered physically through persecution 
and martyrdom. 
 

• His political reach extends over every tribe, tongue, and nation. 

• Earth-dwellers worship the beast - specifically those whose names are not written in 
the Book of Life of the Lamb. 

• Revelation therefore draws a sharp line: the world worships the beast … but God's 
people* belong to the Lamb! 

 
The Contrast Is Critical: the beast appears to conquer the saints on earth* … yet the 
saints* belong to the Lamb who has already secured eternal victory. Temporary 
suffering is not ultimate defeat. 
 

A CALL FOR SPIRITUAL ATTENTION AND ENDURANCE (13:9-10) 
 
Revelation 13:9-10 (NKJV) … “(9) If anyone has an ear, let him hear. (10) He who 
leads into captivity shall go into captivity; he who kills with the sword must be 
killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.” 
 
“If anyone has an ear, let him hear.” This familiar Revelation formula calls the reader 
to pay careful spiritual attention. Verse 10 then emphasizes captivity, the sword, and 
the need for perseverance. 
 
The exact wording of verse 10 varies among ancient manuscripts and English 
translations, but the teaching emphasis at the end of the verse is unmistakable: “Here 
is the patience and the faith of the saints.” 
 

• The saints are not called to worship the beast … in order to save themselves. 
 

• They are not called to answer satanic violence … by abandoning their allegiance to 
Christ. 

 

• They are called to patient endurance and faith … by remaining loyal to the Lamb 
even when faithfulness is costly. 
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THE CENTRAL MESSAGE OF REVELATION 13:1-10 
 

1. SATAN WORKS THROUGH HUMAN SYSTEMS OF POWER. The dragon 
empowers the beast; spiritual evil can operate through political authority. 
 

2. THE ANTICHRIST WILL ATTRACT THE WORLD. His power, apparent invincibility, 
and extraordinary recovery cause worldwide amazement and worship. 
 

3. HIS AUTHORITY WILL BE GREAT - BUT LIMITED. He receives forty-two months. 
God remains sovereign over the length and limits of his rule. 
 

4. TRUE BELIEVERS MAY SUFFER – BUT THEY STILL BELONG TO THE LAMB. 
The beast can attack the body, but he cannot erase a name written in the Lamb's Book 
of Life. 
 

5. GOD CALLS HIS PEOPLE TO ENDURANCE AND FAITH. The proper response to 
pressure, persecution, and deception … is steadfast loyalty to Jesus Christ! 
 

KEY CROSS REFERENCES 

Daniel 7:2-8, 19-25 The four beasts, ten horns, little horn, 
blasphemous ruler, persecution of the 
saints. 

Daniel 9:27 The final seven-year period and the 
breaking of covenant at its midpoint. 

Daniel 11:36-37 A ruler who exalts himself and speaks 
against God. 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-10 The man of sin/lawlessness, satanic 
power, signs, deception, and false 
worship. 

Revelation 12:3, 9, 12, 17 The dragon is Satan; after being cast 
down he intensifies warfare on earth. 

Revelation 17:8-14 The beast, seven heads, ten horns, and 
kings who give their authority to the 
beast. 

Revelation 19:19-20 The final defeat of the beast and the false 
prophet at Christ's return. 

 

APPLICATION FOR TODAY 
 

• Do not confuse impressive power with divine approval. The beast is impressive 
to the world, but his authority comes from the dragon. 
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• Discern the spiritual power behind systems, messages, and movements … 
that demand allegiance contrary to God. 
 

• Do not be surprised when biblical faith becomes costly. Revelation prepares 
believers for endurance, not compromise. 

 

• Remember that Satan's time is limited. Evil has an expiration date! 
 

• Keep your allegiance fixed on Jesus Christ. The question in Revelation 13 is 
ultimately a question of worship … Who will you follow? 
 

IN SUMMARY ... Revelation 13:1-10 introduces the beast out of the sea - the final 
world ruler empowered by Satan. He rises with extraordinary political authority, 
blasphemes God, receives worldwide admiration and worship, and persecutes the 
saints for forty-two months. Yet his authority is temporary and limited.  

The saints' answer … is not fear, compromise, or worship of the beast … but 
patient endurance and faith in the Lamb! 

 

NEXT ... REVELATION CHAPTER 13 Pt.2 ...  
 
 
 
 
 
 


