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THE BOOK OF REVELATION - Chapter 13 Pt.2
God’s Message To A Sleeping Church

“THE BEAST’S IMAGE, MARK & NUMBER”

After seeing this terrifying beast rising out of the sea that blasphemes God and makes
war on the Christians in verse 1-10 ... Now in the last half of this chapter we see the
rising of another beast. This beast rises out of the earth (/and). Moving forward now
with multiple beasts ... We will specifically look at:

e The accomplice of the beast - What are his characteristics and differences from
the previous beast?

e The image of the beast - What is this and what influence does it have over the
people on the earth?

e The mark of the beast - Why is this the perfect control system, and do we see the
setup of this coming?

e The number of the beast - How do you 'calculate' the number of his name? And
why 6667

e The impact and importance for today - Have we been given a small preview of
what is to come, and what is (if anything) the silver lining in all of this?

Revelation 13:11-12 (NKJV) ... “(11) Then | saw another beast coming up out of the
earth, and he had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon. (12) And he
exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence and causes the earth
and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was
healed.

Our passage starts with "another' beast. The Greek word here is ‘allos’ ... meaning
another of the same kind. This second beast looks different. He looks like a lamb
instead of the first beast which had characteristics of the leopard, the bear and the lion.

This is an interesting beast because it is trying to look like the lamb ... but it is not the
lamb. The words the beast speaks reveals he is like the dragon and from the
dragon. Though trying to look like the lamb, the beast is not like the lamb or from the
lamb! Any thought that this one is different in nature and purpose is removed when he
opens his mouth ... for he speaks like a dragon. That he looks like a lamb shows ...
that he will come as a religious figure in some way trying again ... to mimic the true
Lamb, the Lord Jesus. Yet this one is a counterfeit lamb.
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The ACCOMPLICE OF THE BEAST

This is seen further in the verses to come when we will see how he acts. So, if you
want to talk about wolves in sheep's clothing, this coming 2nd beast will surpass them
all. But despite how he looks and the image he tries to portray ... he is but 'another’
beast of the same kind.

This beast seems to have a religious role. This religious role is implied by it trying to
mimic to the true lamb of God. Verse 12 reveals this religious role even further. The
beast carries all the authority of the first beast. This point is emphasized by the
authority being exercised in the presence of the first beast.

Notice the role of this second beast. It compels the earth and its inhabitants to worship
the first beast. In the first ten verses of Revelation 13 we saw the first beast
representing the Roman (Gentile) Empire, its military might, political power ... and
its emperors (rulers) who speak blasphemies against God and God'’s people.

This second beast represents a religious aspect. They carry the authority of the
empire, compelling people to worship the beast. The second beast shows that in the
various provinces and localities throughout the Empire ... the inhabitants are going to
be forced to engage in “ruler” worship and worship of the empire.

¢ When we examined chapters 2-3 we noted that these cities in Asia had a very
strong center of imperial worship there. This beast is giving another title in the
book of Revelation.

We see that his mission is to ... make all the world worship the first beast whose fatal
wound has healed. So, in these first two verses we see a Satanic trinity working
together in a perfect unholy alliance.

e [ said last time ... that Satan and the Beast try to mimic the Lord Jesus with a
counterfeit resurrection - he will rise from a fatal wound. And we see this mimicry
again in this satanic trinity. The first beast, the Antichrist, comes to do the will of
the dragon just as the Son came to do the will of the Father. The 2nd beast
comes to bring worship and glory to the first beast just as the Holy Spirit comes
to glorify Christ. Even the use of miraculous signs is mimicking the real thing.

Revelation 13:13-14 (NKJV) ... “(13) He performs great signs, so that he even makes
fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men. (14) And he deceives
those who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to do in the
sight of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the
beast who was wounded by the sword and lived.”

Now you might ask, how will he be able to deceive so many people? Well, how about
through amazing miraculous signs? Do you remember what Jesus said of the last
days?
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“For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.” Matthew 24:24 (NKJV)

Well, If the miraculous signs coming in the last days could even deceive the elect ... if
God didn't stop it, then they are seriously full-on signs and wonders. And there is no
greater false Christ and no greater false prophet than the two beasts before us in
Revelation 13!

Thus, the signs that these beasts will perform will be on a whole different level to what
we currently see. Do you remember what Paul wrote about the coming of the Antichrist
in connection with signs and wonders?

“The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all
power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among
those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they
might be saved.” 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 (NKJV)

The 2nd beast, whom we'll call the false prophet from now on ... is even able to call
down fire from heaven! That is interesting ... Who do you think the Jews might mistake
him for? Consider the following ...

e The false prophet is quite likely Jewish (seeing he comes up out of the earth’
instead of the sea).

e He is known as a prophet (albeit a false one!).

e He can and will call down fire from heaven (like another from the past).

So who will Israel think this is? Most likely, the return of Elijah. On the basis of
both scripture and tradition, they expect Elijah to come as both a precursor and partner
to the Messiah. At every Passover meal the Jews pour out wine into an extra cup,
called the cup of Elijah, and open the door in expectation of his return. So, this so-
called ‘prophet’ who looks religious, can perform miraculous signs and even call down
fire from heaven (as Elijah did) will likely be seen as a fulfilment of scripture and one
they have longed for. And this false prophet will get all to worship and follow the
Antichrist.

As John the Baptist was for Jesus ... so the false prophet will be for the Antichrist. And
much of Israel, as well as the world, will be deceived. As Jesus said: “I have come in
My Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name,
him you will receive.” John 5:43 (NKJV)

The IMAGE OF THE BEAST

Revelation 13:15 (NKJV) ... “(15) He was granted power to give breath to the image
of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as
would not worship the image of the beast to be killed.”
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As we read through Revelation ... we should always look for the parallels in the Old
Testament and the thought of an image getting set up requiring worship takes us back
to the day when this was all seen before. This scene was first played out in the
days of the first '‘beast’' kingdom in the book of Daniel 3:1-7. That is, in the days of
the Babylonian kingdom under their leader Nebuchadnezzar. And it even included
some prominent numbers ... so we don't miss the implications.

Mysteries Surrounding the Image of The Beast

Now there are mysteries around the image of the beast that won't be clear until the day
arrives ... but note three interesting aspects from our text.

1. 'Telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast '- Firstly
note: who makes the image.

2. 'He was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could
speak’ - The image, whom the inhabitants of the earth make, will be given
‘breath’ and life ... so that it can speak.

3. 'So that it could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be
killed' - This satanically empowered image can kill anyone that won't worship it.

This is one of the reasons, along with the fact that it is made by the inhabitants of the
world, that each family may have an image of the beast. And Note: that this image can
watch and see... and even kill! It can somehow take note of who is worshiping and who
isn't. Is this death through demonic spirits who watch ... or could there be some
type of Kill-switch built into the mark of the beast?

Again, we do not know how this will all play out ... but imagine if each home had an
“‘AlI” empowered image watching what you were doing, listening to what you were
saying, and noting whether you were falling down and worshiping this image or not. All
freedom, even within your own home, would be gone ... with fatal consequences for
not complying. It is a scary thought!

One thing that's clear is that the image of the beast will play a huge role in the
tribulation. The image of the beast is mentioned another 6 times after Revelation
chapter 13 and every time ... it links the worship of the beast with the worship of his
image.

¢ And the Bible also says that anyone that is 'victorious' over the beast is also
victorious over his image. (See Rev. 14:9, 11, 15:2, 16:2, 19:20, 20:4) So
whatever this image is, it will have a profound impact and influence on each
person on this earth.
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The MARK OF THE BEAST

Revelation 13:16-17 (NKJV) ... “(16) He causes all, both small and great, rich and
poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads,
(17) and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of
the beast, or the number of his name.”

This next verse doesn't get any lighter. Everyone, small and great, will be forced to
take a mark, without which you cannot buy or sell. It seems that Satan again tries to
imitate God who places His own mark upon His servants' foreheads (Rev. 7:3-4). But
while God works through free-will ... Satan works through forced coercion.

¢ Note, the word forced’ here. The False Prophet will force everyone to take this
mark. There is no choice. and no one will be able to escape the coming system.
Free and slave, rich and poor... even the elites will be caught in this system.

Now people love to speculate what type of mark this is. /s it an RFID chip, a digital
tattoo, a neurological link to a computer system or some new technology? Well ... we
don't yet know and to be fair it doesn't matter. What matters are the implications of the
level of control that is coming.

People that oppose this coming global leader, his system and do not take his mark will
likely be on the run. Try to imagine a world where you are not allowed to buy and sell.
Even in our day we see the stage being set for this global control and cash-less
society. Many politicians, world leaders and financial experts are speaking of a coming
great reset of the entire financial system ... as most countries wallow in unresolvable
levels of debt.

The NUMBER OF THE BEAST

Revelation 13:18 (NKJV) ... “(18) Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding
calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is
666.”

This is the verse that causes difficulty for all and myriads of interpretations. As we have
observed throughout our study of Revelation, the numbers are to be taken symbolically
unless the context demands otherwise. John tells us definitively that this number is to
be taken symbolically.

Revelation has been full of symbolism with its number usage. We have read many
“sevens”in this book. We have seen ... seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven
thunders. We will read about seven bowls. The number “seven” has a symbol of
perfection based upon seven days of creation.

The number “six” is used for man ...the number “six” is also used for incompleteness,
coming up short of perfection. This symbol works with the characteristics of the false
prophet ... who is trying to look like the Lamb, but is not!
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NOTICE: Revelation 15:2 ... where we see the number of the beast again:

“And | saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those
who had conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing
beside the sea of glass with harps of God in their hands.” (ESV)

The saints are pictured as conquering the beast, its image, and its number. These are
not three different things. The point is that ... everything about the beast is in view, the
sum total of the events surrounding the beast.

The Big Question Is ... What Does the Number 666 Symbolically Represent?

e Could It Be? ... That the triple use of the number 6 is used for the intensity
of the incompleteness?

e Could It Be? ... It is repetition for emphasis ... and to show how intensely
false this beast is?

e Could It Be? ... This is the reason why John says that this image calls for
wisdom and understanding.

e Could It Be? ... That John is not calling for mathematical acumen. That
John is calling for Christians to be smart ... and not be taken in by the
deception of the beast. To have wisdom and see through the deception ... and
to have spiritual perception and recognize the imperfect, unholy nature of the
beast.

LIFE LESSON

The danger of false worship. The warning of the second half of Revelation 13 is to
beware of false worship. Do not worship that which is not God. Do not worship other
things thinking that through this you are worshiping God. | believe this is a great
danger today. How often we can justify ourselves ... to do things that are not godly
because we put it in godly words!

Worshiping anything but God directly is idolatry. Do not think you can worship God
through stuff. Do not worship God through wealth or health. Do not worship God
through any medium. Worship God directly and worship God alone.

NEXT ... REVELATION CHAPTER 14 Pt.1 ...
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